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“The higher education is that which does not merely give us information, but 
makes life in harmony with all existence”. 

 
Rabindranath Tagore 

 
 Education in India has always been valued more than as a means towards earning 
a good living. Right from pre-historic days, education, especially higher education has 
been given a predominant position in the Indian society. Ancient India education was 
available in Gurukulas, Agrahars, Viharas and Madarasa throughout the country. 
The great universities flourished in India when most of the western world was groping 
in the dark. Those were the days when India led the world in scientific knowledge and 
philosophical speculations.  

 
“If I were asked under what sky the human mind has most fully developed 
some of its choicest gifts, has most deeply pondered on the greatest problems 
of life, and has found solutions to some of them which well deserve the 
attention of even those who have studied Plato and Kant, I should point to 
India”.  

 
Great scholar Max Muller 

 
 Though the Indian Higher Education Structure can be traced back to Nalanda and 
Takshashila Institutions, still “The foundation for modern education was laid by the 
Britishers. They set up network of schools to impart western education in English 
medium. First such college to impart western education was founded in 1818 at 
Serampore near Calcutta. Over the next forty years, many such colleges were 
established in different parts of the country at Agra, Bombay, Madras, Nagpur, Patna, 
Calcutta, and Nagapattinam. The objective of the western system of education by the 
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British government was to produce a class of intermediaries between the ruler and the 
rules. Thus “the main aim in starting of the schools for children’s as well as the 
institution of higher learning in the 18th century was to propagate Christianity, to 
have competent scholars in the Muslim and Hindu Law, and to train the British 
civilians in Indian languages, Indian law, and Indian history”. Out of ignorance about 
the great tradition of learning and education in India, Britishers planted a system of 
education, which had its roots not in India but elsewhere.  
 After independence, India made concerted efforts to improve access to higher 
education and the system grew rapidly after independence. No doubt Indian higher 
education is one of the largest, other one being China and the United States. Up till 
1980, the higher education was largely confined to arts, science and commerce. Over 
a period of time, the growing demand for higher education and its relevance in 
business and industry was felt by people. Quality-wise they had maintained standards 
and resources were limited.  
 The reforms in early 90s saw the middle class population larger, younger, richer 
and the country supported entrepreneurship. Thus, education was seen not only as a 
status symbol but also as a means to get ahead of others. Need for competitive 
efficiency, growth in population and Technological developments, competition all 
over the world had led to Privatization and globalisation of higher education 1991. 
The purpose of globalization and global education was to develop a ‘global 
perspective’ and sensitize the youth for understanding the multicultural world. The 
youth has to be aware of the global happenings and issues and the interdependence of 
people around the world. Therefore, the main challenges in education in 1990s was 
qualitative improvement in content and processes of education; to make them more 
responsive to learning needs of individuals and consolidation and newer orientation 
wherever required in different areas of education through innovative programmes and 
changed role of educational personnel. 
 Under the current scenario, a new framework for development of basic education 
in the country has emerged which has a holistic view of basic education with greater 
linkages and integration between pre-school, primary education, non-formal education 
and higher education. Emphasis is being laid on not just increasing the number of 
higher education institutes but centres of excellence. Great stress is being laid on good 
infrastructure and facilities. Evaluating the need for a functional and reliable system 
of School-Based Evaluation, CBSE introduced the CCE Scheme (Continuous and 
Comprehensive Evaluation) for doing a holistic assessment of a learner which also 
includes coscholastic area of Life Skills, Attitudes and Values, Sports and Games as 
well as Co-Curricular activities. The CCE scheme aims at addressing this in a 
holistic manner.  
 Finding new and innovative methods of teaching is a crucial skill for higher 
education. It has been witnessed that certain methods and approaches can truly 
enhance the learning process for students. Applying innovative learning and attention-
management techniques to classes is a win-win for both students and teachers. 
Teaching students in ways that keep them engaged and interested in the material can 
sometimes be a challenge. This proves especially true when it comes to higher 
education.  
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 Visualization is an especially good teaching strategy for reading and literacy 
teachers. A list of disconnected facts will not lead to a deep understanding in students 
or an integration of knowledge from one situation to another. Knowledge that is 
organized and connected to concepts with a goal of mastery, including the ability to 
visualize the concepts, can lead to the ability to transfer knowledge and lead to a 
deeper, longer-term understanding of what is taught. Computers, tablets, digital 
cameras, video conferencing technology and GPS devices can enhance a student’s 
learning experience. Using video games to teach math and foreign languages, 
leveraging Skype to video conference with classrooms or guest speakers from around 
the world, or multimedia projects that allow students to explore subject matter using 
film, audio and even software they create are all possible uses of classroom 
technology. Also devoting time to active learning projects is one way to get students 
thinking, talking and sharing information in the classroom.  
 According to the Global Innovation Index (CII) 2012, a ranking of how innovative 
a nation is, compiled and published by INSEAD Business School and WIPO (World 
Intellectual Property Organization), India stood 64th out of 141 countries. 
 Realizing that Innovation is the lifeblood of an economy and nothing can be 
greater testimony to Indian context than the fact that, in 2009, the President of India 
declared 2010-20 as the ‘Decade of Innovation’ and the Prime Minister has approved 
the setting up of a National Innovation Council (NInC) under the Chairmanship of 
Mr. Sam Pitroda, Adviser to the PM to discuss, analyse and help implement strategies 
for inclusive innovation in India and prepare a Roadmap for Innovation 2010-2020. 
National Innovation Council is engaged in a series of initiatives to encourage 
innovations in existing educational institutions – universities, colleges and schools, as 
well as promoting new educational models and innovative platforms for knowledge 
creation, dissemination and application. Some of the key proposals of the NInc in this 
domain include: 

• Creation of a National Innovation Promotion Service to replace/add to 
National Service Scheme in Colleges to use college students to identify local 
innovations. 

• Setting up a Meta University, as a new model for a 21st Century University 
where a network of institutions riding on the National Knowledge Network 
come together to offer students a collaborative and multidisciplinary learning 
experience. 

• Setting up University Innovation Clusters :NInC proposes to identify and 
facilitate the development of 20 University Innovation Clusters across the 
country where innovation would be seeded through Cluster Innovation 
Centres. The CIC will provide a platform for the university and its partners to 
forge linkages between various stakeholders from industry and academia, 
initiate and assist innovation activities, encourage innovations in curricula and 
act as a catalyst and facilitator. It will also work closely with other industry 
clusters in its region. An initial pilot with University of Delhi has commenced 
and received overwhelming response from the student community. 

• Mapping of Local History, Ecology and Cultural Heritage by each High 
School in the country to create critical thinking on their local environment by 
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students. 
• Setting up an Innovation Centre in each DIET (District Institute of 

Education and Training) to enhance teacher training and enable them to 
become facilitators of creativity and innovative thinking.  

 
 UGC, a premier institution for promoting and coordinating university education 
and also responsible for determining and maintaining standards of teaching, 
examination and research in universities is implementing the Scheme of Innovative 
Programmes which has been named as " Teaching and Research in Interdisciplinary 
and Emerging Areas" to support (i) full-time specialised courses at Undergraduate and 
Post-graduate levels including one year PG Diploma after Post-graduation in 
Interdisciplinary and Emerging Areas and (ii) accommodate brilliant ideas and 
innovative proposals to influence teaching, research, academic excellence, societal 
growth and relevant activities in various disciplines which meet educational, national 
and global priorities and to promote group / departmental research work in 
universities and colleges. 
 As a leading Indian university, Delhi University has come up with several 
inventions. For years, the pattern of higher education in India has remained 
unchanged. Revamping it to make it contemporary, robust, inclusive, and broad-based 
is a necessity. In a wide-ranging effort to enable students to combine field work with 
research, Delhi University’s interdisciplinary innovation projects, have been the first 
of its kind in the history of the University. For the first time, students were 
encouraged both through generous funding from the University, and structural support 
provided by the college, to conduct research outside of the classroom.  
 The concept of studio lectures and four-year undergraduate programme (FYUP) is 
an innovative step taken by Delhi University. Making students learn different subjects 
at the foundation level is like nurturing a tree with a big trunk. Also it is an attempt 
for broadening the knowledge base, and making it encompass enough to benefit 
society as a whole. The programme also offers “flexibility” and “options” for 
students. If they wish, they can leave at the end of two years with a Diploma or at the 
end of the three years with a Bachelors Degree (without honours). On the completion 
of four years, they will have a Bachelors Degree with honours.  
 Institute of Lifelong Learning (ILLL) is a unique and innovative initiative of the 
University to provide Open Educational Resources (OER) to the teaching and 
learning community. The CICs at the University of Delhi encompasses the following 
components: 

• Degree Programmme on Innovation: University of Delhi is offering a 4 year 
B.Tech/B.S programme with the primary objective of enabling students to 
realise their true potential in terms of innovation for real world applications 
that shall be largely driven by the engine of mathematics and IT. The 
programme shall also relate to innovation and technology management, 
entrepreneurship, business, and communications. 

• Establish linkages between industry and the University for innovation 
aimed for practical ends: This will ensure a fruitful exchange of ideas and 
programmes that will connect meaningfully with teaching and research 
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programmes of the University, as well as bring benefit to society through input 
from the CIC where students of the degree programmes as well as other 
UG/PG/Research students shall take part along with faculty and members 
from the world of industry as well as from the corporate world. 

• Innovation Schemes for Undergraduate Students and College Teachers: 
Recognising undergraduate education as being fundamental for the welfare of 
our university education system, University of Delhi will institute Innovation 
Schemes for undergraduate students in the form of scholarships and 
challenges. 

• Linkage with a village and/or an urban slum/low income area: University 
of Delhi proposes to work closely with villages and/or slum clusters/low 
income nighbourhoods so as to focus on solving local problems. 

  
 New inventions, modern technologies, growing economy and competition is the 
order of the day Indian higher education needs to innovate and reinvent itself if it's 
going to survive, thrive, and recapture its earlier glory. The evolution of Indian higher 
education is predominantly taking place within this programmatic realm. Leaders of 
colleges and universities are working on strategic initiatives that engage and invest in 
our students. 
 We are looking for new ways to nurture and encourage young minds so they can 
succeed throughout their lives in an increasingly competitive world In spite of this 
progress, the questions remain: Are we making changes that are meaningful enough? 
Higher education improvement needs to be more of a widespread movement than an 
ad hoc effort. Universities are typically change resistant, but change is imperative to 
ensure that a college education remains relevant and desirable. Let's shed old 
constraints and step outside our comfort zones. Today's students are creative and 
inventive, and the colleges and universities they attend must be creative and inventive, 
too. We have to try new things. Our students are justifiably demanding more 
accountability. We need to generate new ways to realize these ideas. By doing so, we 
can ensure that a college education yields the great return on investment that it should 
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